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Parashat Vayikra

The language used by the Torah is very precise, even in technical “boring” sections
like the one that describes the sin-offering service.

Before examining the pesukim, here are some question to think about (answers will
be clear once you examine the color coded page):

1. Why are chapters 2 & 3, which appear to be new topics, not introduced with
the usual “and God spoke to Moshe, saying”?

2. How many actions are required after the commandment to bring the sacrifice
IS given?

3. The word “to burn” is not found very often in the Torah, yet it appears four
times in our chapter. When is the word “burned” used and when is the word
“eaten”? E.g., Were Korah’s companions “burned” or were they “eaten”?
Were Nadav and Avihu “burned” or were they “eaten”?

4. Our chapter discusses the sins of four different classes of people. Whose
sacrifice is described as being “sweet savour unto the LORD”? The High
Priest? The King? The ordinary person? Why is this so?

There are many other “technical details” in this chapter, each of which has great
significance.



