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Parashat Valelekh

Parashat Vayelekh may be the shortest of all the parshiyot in the
Torah, but it includes an overview of most of Jewish history.

The first half of this chapter is full of positive, joyous expressions,
including the commandment to remember - and to reenact —
receiving the Torah on Mount Sinai by means of the mitzvah of
Hakhel, together with lofty promises. The second half offers a
mirror-image, with parallel language, but expressions of problems,
death and destruction. In contrast with Hakhel we find the
commandment to listen to the Song of Haazinu, which contains sad
ad threatening messages and is written in two long columns
reminding us that just as there are blessings there are curses; just
as there is reward, there is punishment. This is the message that
Moshe chooses to share on his very last day.



