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Parashat VaEt'hanan

The structure of the Book of Devarim (Deuteronomy) is chiastic with an
AB-BA format. In Parashat VaEt'hanan we find a chain of expressions
that are clearly those that Moshe feels are essential to the future of the
Jewish people. These include not only [ZIZEEYEL. but also a once-
every-seven-year-ceremony — — that is hinted to in our parasha
and repeated in detail at the end of the book. We find yet another
mention of (NSt E R E 8], a wrongdoing that would be
a constant albatross to the Jews through the end of the First Temple
period. Finally, Moshe reminds us that there are withesses to these
covenants — the Heavens and Earth — that will be the vehicles for
punishment in the event that the Children of Israel do not keep their
agreements.

These elements appear at the beginning of Sefer Devarim, and then,
again at its close, where we find the testimony of the Heavens and
Earth in Parashat Ha azinu and the laws of idolatry together with the
laws of Hakhel and the story of Matan Torah in Parshiyot VaYakhel-
Pekudei. Indeed, the structure of the Book of Devarim (Deuteronomy)
is chiastic with an AB-BA format.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chiastic_structure

