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Va'erah

In this short parashah, God tells Moshe that he plans to fulfill the
promises that he made to the patriarchs to bring their descendants to
the Land of Israel.

Note that the parashah is divided into three parts by means of God's
statement ani ha-shem - "I am God" -
1. Past - God described the history of his promise to the patriarchs.
2. Present - God states that he is now beginning to fulfill those
promises by taking the Children of Israel out of Egypt
3. Future - God assures Moshe that the ultimate goal is to bring
them into the Land of Israel.

Furthermore, the entire text that we find here is made up of language
that was used by God in -
a. his covenant with Avraham when commanding him to perform
berit milah (circumcision - see chapter 17)
b. his covenant with Avraham in the berit bein ha-betarim (chapter
15) and Akeidat Yitzhak (chapter 22).

What point is the Torah making by emphasizing the connection between
the Exodus and the promises that appear in Sefer Bereshit?

A page from the book
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