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Parashat Terumah

Pararshat Terumah introduces us to the commandment to build the Mishkan
(Tabernacle) and prepare the kelim (utensils) that will be used for the Temple
service. We will focus on the commandment to make the four kelim that are central
to the Mishkan -

1. The aron (ark) - see pesukim 10-16 - whose purpose is to store the

2. The kaporet (ark cover) - see pesukim 17-22 - which rests on the aron

3. The shulhan (table) together with its associated utensils - see pesukim 23-
30 - on which the was placed

4. The menorah (candlestick) - see pesukim 31-39.

The aron and the shulhan are unique in that they both have to be built with similar
material, like wood and , according to specific dimensions, which are very
similar. The obvious difference between them is that all of the dimensions given for
the aron are half cubits in length, while the shulhan has full cubits, aside from its
height, which is one-and-a-half cubits.

These parallels and contrasts point to the similarities and differences between these
two kelim. While the aron contains the Torah, the spiritual element of the Jewish
people, the shulhan contains the bread eaten by the kohanim, which represents the
mundane, physical needs of the people.

Perhaps we can suggest that the aron which contains the Torah - and similarly the
individual who studies Torah - must be "broken" - modest and humble with no
hubris or arrogance. Symbolically, in spiritual matters, the pride and conceit of the
individual must be removed, thus the "complete" receptacle for Torah is the
"broken" one. The shulhan, on the other hand, is "complete" much as a king must
strive for honor and respect. The only element of modesty that a king must show is
towards God, the King of kings, in heaven. Thus the height of the shulhan is
appropriately "broken."
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