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Given the sheer number of times that the words “kohen” and “f0'See”
appear in this perek it is clear that this is not a physical disease that
can be treated by a medical doctor using standard treatments, but a
condition whose spiritual source has physical manifestations that can
only be treated by a man of the spirit who closely examines the
individual.

But what is the source of this condition?

Pesukim 45-46 that offer a summary of these laws include language
that appears in only three other places in the entire Tanakh —
regarding mourners who are separated and removed from the
community. In our case, as well, the individual who is suffering from
biblical leprosy has removed himself from the community by means of
lashon ha-ra or some other anti-social behavior, like the selfishness of
Gehazi, Elisha’s servant or the haughtiness of Na’aman.

There is, however, a way to return from these behaviors, and even to
rise to the level of a kohen, as is described in the following parasha.



