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Parashat Shoftim

The Torah enumerates four distinct types of leadership that are necessary
in the Land of Israel. It is interesting to note that this list does not begin
with a king, rather with the rule of law generally and specifically with the
great court, which sat in the Temple precincts under the auspices of God.
Even when the Torah does discuss the leadership of the king, it chooses to
emphasize what the king may not do. Count the times that the Kking is
commanded *'not"’. There is only one thing that the king must do — he must
hold a sefer Torah and listen to its teachings.

Perhaps there is a lesson in this for contemporary leaders, as well.



