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Who am 1? Who said to whom?
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For discussion:

Shemot 30:1 reads: inx Nvyn DMWY ORY ; NIOP VPN NI DIVY)Y”

(“And you shall make an altar to burn incense upon; of acacia-wood you shall make
it.”)

Why is the altar mentioned in this portion instead of Parshat Terumah, where the rest
of the vessels are mentioned?

Answer:

According to Sforno, the altar is not an essential vessel of the Tabernacle, since it
does not cause the shehinah (Divine presence) to dwell among the Children of
Israel as do the rest of the vessels. Its purpose is to give glory to God through the
burning of incense after the arrival of the shehinah.
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