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Who am 1? What is it?
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For discussion:

Vayikra 12:6 reads:
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(“And when the days of her purification are fulfilled, for a son or for a daughter, she
shall bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt-offering, and a young pigeon, or a

turtle-dove, for a sin-offering”)

Which sin is a woman who gave birth guilty of that obligates her in bringing a sin
offering?

Answer:

A woman who gave birth is not guilty of any sin. The meaning of the word »xvnb”
(“for a sin offering”) actually means to clean or to purify. During the birthing process
a woman loses a large amount of blood, which brings both her and her baby to be
close to death (especially in the ancient world). Because of this situation, she is in a
state of “impurity” after birth, which obligates her to bring an offering in order to
purify herself.
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