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Who am 1? Who said to whom?
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For discussion:
Bamidbar 26:1 reads: #nayan »nx >nn (“And it came to pass after the plague™).

Immediately following these words there is a textual interruption (although the
sentence is incomplete, it skips a line before continuing), separating between the
command to take revenge against the Midianites and the command to take a census of
the nation of Israel. Why does this verse separate between these two subjects?

Answer:

When God commanded Moshe to fight against the Midianites he needed to enlist an
army and take a census of the nation. In addition, Moshe needed to take a census to
calculate the size of each tribe in order to divide the land between them.

In the end of the census, it is written (Devarim 26:64-65):
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(“But among these there was not a man...that were numbered...in the wilderness of
Sinai. For the LORD had said of them: "They shall surely die in the wilderness.”)

The verse “and it came to pass after the plague” comes to tell us that no one counted

in this census was also counted in the desert census, for all of the people from that
generation died in the plague.
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