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Who am 1? Who said to whom?
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For discussion:

Bereishit 11:9 reads: »xJxn Y2 naw /1 522 DY 2 22 MNY NIP 12-9Y”

(“Therefore was the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound
the language of all the earth”). How do we get from »55a» (“confound”) to 75aa»
(Babel)?

Answer:

Ibn Ezra explains that the name 522 is made up of two words: »~a” (come) and 7527
(confused). God came and confused the people. The words are combined to make the
word 79axa» and then the »x is dropped.

According to this commentary, the Torah is mocking the Babylonians. They called

their city 9227 because they thought of it as a gate for God — »9-x 8227 (“God comes
to it”). However, the Torah says that this is not a gate for God, rather for confusion!
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