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For discussion:

Bereishit 13:7 reads: 7§Ix2 2¥> X 3790) 220 VI MPN Y1 PAI DIIN MPN YT P2 O
(“And there was strife between the herdsmen of Avram's cattle and the herdsmen of Lot's
cattle. And the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelt then in the land.”) What is the connection
between the beginning and end of this verse?

Answer:

1.Avraham’s herdsmen told Lot’s herdsmen that it was forbidden for Lot’s cattle to
graze in the fields since the land did not belong to them. Lot’s herdsmen said that
the land was promised to Avraham, so it was permitted for them because Lot would
ultimately inherit the land. The end of the verse shows that Avraham’s herdsmen
were right — the land was not yet in his possession, so this was theft from the
Canaanites and the Perizzites. This argument caused strife between them.

2.Both Avraham and Lot had a lot of property, and the Canaanites and the Perizzites

were also in this land. There was not enough food and water for all of their cattle.
This lack of resources caused strife between them.
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