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For discussion:
Devarim 26:14 reads:
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(“I have not eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have | put away thereof, being
unclean, nor given thereof for the dead; | have hearkened to the voice of the LORD
my God, | have done according to all that You have commanded me.”) In this verse
the person who brings his tithing announces that he is not giving food that he fed to
the dead. How is it possible to feed the dead?

Answer:

In the ancient world people fed the dead by putting food inside the grave through
holes created for this purpose. Afterwards, they took out the food. The Torah does not
forbid this custom, but it says that if you do it, it is forbidden to use the food for holy
things, such as tithes.
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