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For discussion:

Who said to whom?
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Bamidbar 19:2 reads: PIIPNA NRTX N9 TIN NP ,INIY? 1)2-HN 7277
(“Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring to you a red heifer, faultless™)

Why was the commandment of the red heifer included in the book of Bamidbar and
not in the book of Vayikra, where it seems to be more appropriate?

Answer:

The commandment of the red heifer separates between two periods: the early years of
the desert wandering and the later years of the desert wandering. During these years,

they were constantly burying the dead of the generation. Therefore,

commandment of the red heifer, whose purpose is to purify those made impure from
contact with the dead, was very connected to this period, i.e. the period described in

Bamidbar.
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