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Parashat Pinhas

God does not always get the final word. In Parashat Pinhas there are three
examples of how human beings can become involved — making requests and
ultimately influencing the Divine commandment — so that the law might be
changed.

It is not by chance that these three examples appear specifically in this
parasha, which opens with the story of Pinhas who rejects the passivity of
the community leaders and acts on his own, creating a precedent. Ultimately
Pinhas becomes the High Priest after Aharon’s son, Elazar, teaching us that
that God values and appreciates individual initiative.



