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Parashat Nitzavim -

The chapter of repentance that appears in Parashat Nitzavim (30:1-10)
is particularly fascinating. While it contains only ten pesukim, it not only
offers instruction in how to repent, but it also prophesizes in an
impressive manner about the period that followed the destruction of the
First Temple and events that took place 100 years ago.

The first half talks about a return to the land of Israel — and we cannot
make light of a return to Israel as a type of repentance. The second half,
which is no less important, includes three stages of return to God.

This is the interpretation offered by Rabbi Zvi Hirsch Kalischer, one of
the early religious Zionist thinkers 120 years ago, who saw just the
beginnings of a return to the Land of Israel. With the proper perspective,
today's newspapers can be understood in light of the living Torah, which
offers commentary on events in today's world.



