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Parashat Naso —

A nazir is an individual who rises up in holiness, and the
language of the Torah indicates that (I CEICRIIEENN EYE X
the prohibitions that he accepts upon himself, parallel to which

there are different levels of sanctificationSgelaaRIsIERWNex=1g
understand that the more a person succeeds in controlling
himself and his daily routine the greater are his
accomplishments in the realm of sanctity and purity.

The word that is the focus of this parasha is “rosh,” or head,
pointing to the fact that the main element of nezirut is the hair,
which serves as the “crown’ of the nazir. In fact, ibn Ezra
defines nezer as “crown,” which helps explain why the final act
of the nazir upon completing the period of nezirut is to shave
off the hair and burn it under the cauldron of the peace-offering
that is brought.

The overall framework of the prohibitions of a nazir is
T e E R A e R IAE. Perhaps the message is that
Judaism does not recommend abstinence, rather it is to enjoy
the fruits of this world in a reasonable manner, joyously
thanking God for the pleasures that He has granted us.
Recognizing this is a significant lesson; to accept and live with
God’s natural gifts may be no less important that to strive for
extreme levels of holiness.



