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Parashat Maftot

The use of certain words or terminology can change the atmosphere of a given story, and
when this takes place in the Torah, it is no accident.

We find that the Tribes of Gad and Reuven refer over and over again to their — their
cattle. The word — from the root k-n-h - refers to ownership, to the physical and
material elements of the world, which appear to have been the source of their expressed
desires. This also appears in their skewed values-system, which had them placing their
concerns about their cattle before their concerns about their wives and children.

Moshe replies with the word — your flock — a word with much more spiritual
connotations that the two tribes adopt.

Another word that carries with it deep significance is , which appears instead of the
more common biblical term va-yelekh. That explains to us the place of the half-tribe of
Menashe in this story, who get a portion on the Eastern Bank of the Jordan River even though
they did not come with any special request. It appears that they had a long association with
that land. In fact, they receive the largest portion of it (as a half-tribe they receive more that
Reuven and Gad together).



