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Parashat Masei

It is true that the Tribe of Levi did not receive a portion in the Land of Israel
together with the other tribes, but they were not left hanging in the air. In fact,
they received 48 cities together with an area around each city that was to be
used for planting, livestock and so forth.

Of those 48 cities, six were Cities of Refuge, but it should be noted that the
Sages understood, based on the biblical passages, that the other 42 cities also
served as havens for the accidental murderer who needed the protection of a
City of Refuge. They explain that while the six specified cities protect the
murderer under all circumstances, the other 42 only protect him if he came
specifically seeking refuge.

The point of giving these cities to the Levites is to emphasize that their important
work in the Temple notwithstanding, they deserve a foothold amongst the people
where they can serve as spiritual role models and teachers to all members of
society — even the murderers — teaching them to recognize the value of life.



