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Parashat Korah

Beyond the unique and fascinating account of the rebellion of Korah and his
companions against the leadership of Moshe, the expressions used by the
Torah offer an intriguing literary perspective on the story. Datan and Aviram
open and close their statement with the words
1Y — emphasizing their insolence in their interaction with Moshe. Moreover,

QIR RO DI RS R aand ol milkand-honey with reierence to Egypt
raises the level of their impertinence.

It is also worth noting that ,
and that Moshe responds by using , indicating that he is
trying to deal with them in their own language.

A patrticularly intriguing expression is mishkan Korah — “Korah’s tent” — which

is somewhat shocking inasmuch as it stands in contrast with mishkan ha-edut
— “The tent of testimony,” i.e., the Tabernacle of God.

punishment of having ground swallow up Korah and his companions
reminds us of the sin of Kayin who murdered Hevel and calls attention to the
level of anger felt by God against the participants in this rebellion. In several
passages the Torah compares this story to other Biblical narratives in a subtle
manner, offering insight into the differing intentions of the various groups in
the story; not all of them are identical.



