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Although it is difficult to define the precise meaning of Hukim and
Mishpatim, the simplest explanation is that Mishpatim are the laws that
appear to make sense logically and are understandable, while Hukim are
more difficult to comprehend. In this chapter of Parashat Kedoshim, we
learn of the obligation to keep both of these different types of
commandments — even those that are difficult for us to understand. The
chapter is divided into two parts with a similar number of pesukim in each.

We find that every concept that has a commandment that is intuitively
logical (mishpatim) is matched with a commandment that is difficult to
understand (hukim). Clearly, the division between hukim and mishpatim is
not clear, and there are some hukim that can be explained and understood.
At the same time, the holiness of our actions is not based on our performing
commandments that we understand; there is a deep and hidden element to
our religious commitment that bring us closer to God and to understanding
His ways. Loving your neighbor is simply logical; loving the stranger is a
more difficult commandment, one that is harder to understand.



