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Parashat Hukat —

The Torah chooses its words with great care. Each word that is
used in the laws presented as hukat haTorah is directed towards a
specific idea. Even, for example, the use of the word that is
chosen to describe a man who is to become purified by means of
the parah - — rather than ish — is significant. It
reminds us of the first who was created from the

only to sin and become defiled to the extent that he was lowered
from his original status.

This chapter should be viewed as the closing chapter directed to
the generation that left Egypt, for the next chapter already
describes the death of Miriam that takes place in the 40" year in
the desert, just prior to entering the land of Israel. Perhaps this is
hinting to that generation that all there is for them to do now is to
undergo a 40-year process of purification from the defilement of
those who are dying out — together with their impure thoughts.
This paves the way for a new, purer generation, which will be
ready to enter the land of Israel.



