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Parashat Haazinu

This poem of sadness includes within it many textual parallels, among them
parasha which foreshadowed and described the catastrophe}

At the same time, these parallels seem to indicate that this poem refers specifically to the period
of the Shoftim; [T ToaMRTaT R ETEV = Ko TVT o=l CEVI WA ICH OMUIE. The period of the Shoftim
was one of internal exile. When the Jewish people sinned and worshipped idols, God enslaved
them by means of the surrounding nations rather than exile them from the land of Israel. This
served as a mini-exile whose purpose was to turn the hearts of the people back to God.
Unfortunately, the people did not heed these warnings.

We also find , but there, too, the warnings went unheeded.

Finally, after all the warnings were ignored, the terrible destruction and devastation described in
Parashat Ki Tavo comes to be.

Let us hope that we have earned the lessons. My father-in-law would often repeat an important
idea: "Our nation has the longest history, but the shortest memory." Let us hope that this has
changed.



