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Parashat Ekev

The purpose of relating the sin of the Golden Calf is not merely to repeat an historical
event but to use it as an educational tool that teaches how to behave and how to improve.

Here is where we can truly appreciate the careful use of language by the Torah, which
brings 14 verses of passivity and despair and contrast them with 14 verses in which Moshe
is active. This is done by use of a chiastic structure which positions every negative
expression opposite a positive use of that same expression.

For homework: Study each expression carefully and note how the second repetition
improves on the first one.

Behatzlachal



