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Parashat Devarim

The descriptions of the travels that Moshe chooses to relate at the
beginning of his speech to the Children of Israel appears to be
superfluous and somewhat uninteresting, but a closer look at the
framework developed by this telling — which includes an unusual break
in the middle of a verse - offers important lessons. The contrast
between the nations that are conquered and those that are avoided
and left untouched, points to intelligent design and ultimately to the
realization that the Creator has a plan. The descendants of Abraham —
even those that are not friendly toward the Children of Israel — deserve
an inheritance of their own, just as God promised to Abraham many
years before. It is clear that there are spiritual conclusions that can be
reached as well, which we will learn about in the next parasha.



