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Parashat Bemidbar

We find that Parashat Bemidbar focuses on names and numbers. But
we will focus our attention on the Levites:

e Why were they chosen?

o Are thei merely Priestly “helpers,” or _

?

The Torah emphasizes that they are assigned two separate assignments
in their work, which is why they are counted in two different ways.

First they are counted from [ENageIOIONEIMOntN, and then they are

counted beginning at age 30.

Each time they are counted, special terminology is used that is
appropriate for the different role that they are required to play.

Thus we can say that the Levites have a double mission. They must help
the kohanim in performing the service of God, but

Perhaps we can say that the Levites are in an intermediate situation
between holy and mundane. This explains why they receive a portion of
land like every ordinary individual, but it is not truly an inheritance, but
merely a place to live, spread out amongst all of the different tribes.



