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Parashat Beha’alotekha

Every sin has it effect, and even Moshe was affected by the
sins of the Jewish people. When he turns to God with a
complaint we find that Moshe repeats himself, indicating the
effect on him from the beginning of his statement to the end —
as Rashi and Hazal teach “Moshe’s strength became weak,
like that of a woman.”

Perhaps these sins foreshadow the sins that follow, like the sin
of the spies and the sin of Korah.

The central word in this parashah is a’s’af, meaning a lot - very,
very much. The people collected a lot — much more than they
needed. This stands in contrast with the manna, where they
took only as much as they needed for that day, indicating their
belief and reliance on God on a daily basis. In our case, the
people showed a lack of faith in God, which leads to other,
more serious breaches of faith, beginning with the sin of the
spies and ending with a lack of understanding of God’s
leadership, which led to the revolution of Korah,



