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Parashat Balak

The story of Bilam closes with that caused great harm to the Jewish
people and were very helpful to our enemies. An examination of Bilam’s final words
shows the true goals and desires of a dangerous enemy who understood the unique
qualities of the Jewish people. (We find a similar situation only 70 years ago when
the Nazi leader — just before committing suicide — wrote about the conscience and
moral qualities of the Jewish race that he tried to destroy.)

In any case, Bilam’s suggestions led to a terrible sin and a dreadful punishment,
clarifying to us that the advice of our enemies does not offer us a panacea.
Oftentimes the damage caused by our enemy’s “love” for us is even worse than the
wars that they wage against us.

Might this hint to our situation today, as well?



