MATERIALS NEEDED FOR THE MIRIAM CLASS: i

INCLUDED IN THIS KIT:
1. Five different study pages with questions, one for each group.
2. summary lecture page
3. notes on the Miriam class
NOT INCLUDED:
1. costumes for presenting the skits
2. arts and crafts materials for making props and/or costumes, such as:
i.  stickers for Miriam’s leprosy
ii. markers for coloring
iii. construction paper in various colors for crowns, etc.
iv. scissors
v. tape
vi. glue
3. candles
4. additional props or decorations, such as:
i. tambourines
ii. sheets for water
iii. baby doll for infant Moses
iv. basket
5. pens, pencils

LESSON 2:
ALAiA
MIRIAM
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NOTES ON THE MIRIAM CLASS

A recommended way to begin this class is to have the girls sit on the
floor in a circle, with the lights dimmed/off, and candles the only source of
light. Music can be playing softly in the background, a good choice is the
soundtrack from Prince of Egypt. A story is told, in first person, about how
difficult and dark life is for Bnei Yisrael enslaved in Egypt—the killing of
the sons, the futile labor, etc. Everyone has lost hope. And then, one little
girl comes with a spark of light, with a source of hope, and this one spark is
what saves an entire nation.

After this presentation, the girls get up, the lights are turned back on,
and the mother/daughter study portion of the program begins. There are five
different source sheets for this session, each illustrating a different
part/aspect of Miriam’s life and character. The girls and their mothers
should be divided into five groups, with several pairs in each. Each group
recieves its own source page and then plans a skit about what they have
learned.

The lesson should emphasize Miriam’s faith, the faith which always
led her to look to the future and worry about the future of the nation.

At the end of the study session, the instructor hands out the final page
that combines all five sections, and discusses all the sources with everyone.
This concluding lecture works best when it is broken up by the skits for each
section.

For the skits, there are different options for using the props:

1. Decorate the room with the various props and costumes, and the girls
choose what they want.

2. A “packet” of props can be given to each group and the group must utilize
what they have been given.

3. Poster boards and markers can also be put out so that the girls can make
their own props.

*** The mothers are encouraged to take an active role in these skits—
the “dressing up” is not only meant for the daughters!

Due to the excitement and the enthusiasm of the girls in preparing the
skits, it 1s easy to lose track of the time and to let the girls have as many
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iriam

M

rehearsals as they want or “just five more minutes”, etc. It is crucial that

everything is kept moving. Give each group ample warning of when they
have to be ready. Make sure that each group gets equal time, and that no

one group monopolizes all the props or the time.
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I Shmot Chapter 2 ]
‘T’ 1. And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took for his wife a daughter of H
ﬂ% Levi. 2. And the woman conceived, and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a H
handsome child, she hid him three months. 3. And when she could not longer hide
Uoo him, she took for him an ark made of reeds, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, H
| and put the child in it; and she laid it in the rushes by the river’s brink. 4. And his ]
I sister stood far away, to see what would be done to him. 5. And the daughter of |
H Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by the H
ﬂ" river’s side; and when she saw the ark among the reeds, she sent her maid to fetch it. H
6. And when she had opened it, she saw the child; and, behold, the baby wept. And
she had compassion on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children. 7. Then
U% said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call for you a nurse of the Hebrew H
U% women, that she may nurse the child for you? H

I \What can you learn about Miriam's personality from this passage?| ]
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Talmud - Tractate Sotah 12b-13a

R. Nahman said in the name of Rav: It teaches that she prophesied while she yet was the
sister of Aaron only [i.e. before Mose's birth], and said: ‘My mother will bear a son who
will be the saviour of Israel’. When Moses was born, the whole house was filled with
light; and her father arose and kissed her upon her head, saying ‘My daughter, thy
prophecy has been fulfilled’; but when they cast him into the river, her father arose and
smacked her upon her head, saying: ‘Where, now, is thy prophecy!” That is what is
written: And his sister stood afar off to know what would be done to him — what would
be the fate of her prophecy.

In the midrash, what do the Rabbis add with regard to Miriam?|

\Whom is she really worried about?|

(3) Prepare a skit on one or both of these passages.
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Group B
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Shmot—Chapter 1

15. And the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, and the name of one was
Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah; 16. And he said, When you do the office of a
midwife to the Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it is a son, then you shall
kill him; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live. 17. But the midwives feared God, and
did not as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the male children alive. 18. And
the king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said to them, Why have you done this
thing, and have saved the male children alive? 19. And the midwives said to Pharaoh,
Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are lively, and
deliver before the midwives come to them. 20. Therefore God dealt well with the
midwives; and the people multiplied, and became very mighty. 21. And it came to pass,
because the midwives feared God, that he made them houses.

What can you learn about the personalities of the midwives from these]

verses?,

'What causes them to do what they do?|

All Rights Reserved©minmu n1v131n 22



IYHAY V] Miriam

Group B
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Midrash Rabbah - Shmot 1:13

AND THE KING OF EGYPT SPOKE TO THE HEBREW MIDWIVES (I, 15)- Who
were these midwives? ...R. Samuel b. Nahman said: It was a woman and her daughter,
namely Yocheved and Miriam. Miriam was then only five years old, for Aaron was the
senior of Moses by three years. The Sages said that she used to accompany her mother
Yocheved, attending to all her wants, and she was very zealous... Another explanation of
Puah: - she lifted up her face against Pharaoh and turned up her nose against him, saying:
‘Woe unto this man when God comes to exact His retribution.” Whereupon Pharaoh
became so angry that he sought to slay her. Shiphrah- because she smoothed over
(meshapereth) her daughter’s words and pacified [the king] for her. She said to him,
“You pay attention to her. She’s just a little girl and knows nothing.”

IAccording to the midrash, who are the midwives?

’What did you learn about Miriam’s personality from this passage?|
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Talmud Bavli—Tractate Sotah 11b.
“And it came to pass, because the midwives feared God, that He made them houses” (Shmot
1:21). Rab and Samuel ; one said they are the priestly and Levitical houses, and the other said
they are the royal houses. One who says they are the priestly and Levitical houses: Aaron and
Moses; and one who says they are the royal houses: for also David descended from Miriam...

|What reward do the midwives receive according to the Torah (Section 1)\
How does the Talmud explain the expression “houses™?

PREPARE A SKIT ON THIS SECTION
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Shmot Chapter 2
1. And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took for his wife a daughter of Levi. 2.
U% And the woman conceived, and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a handsome H
U% child, she hid him three months. 3. And when she could not longer hide him, she took for H
I him an ark made of reeds, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child in it; |
I and she laid it in the rushes by the river’s brink. 4. And his sister stood far away, to see Il
ﬂ% what would be done to him. 5. And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself H
H at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river’s side; and when she saw the ark H
@ among the reeds, she sent her maid to fetch it. 6. And when she had opened it, she saw %
U% the child; and, behold, the baby wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is H
U% one of the Hebrews’ children. 7. Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and H
I call for you a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for you? |
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Talmud Bavli - Tractate Sotah 12a

"And there went a man of the house of Levi..." (Shmot 2:1) Where did he go? R. Judah
b. Zebina said that he went in the counsel of his daughter. A Tanna taught: Amram was
the greatest man of his generation; when he saw that the wicked Pharaoh had decreed
‘Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river’, he said: In vain do we labour. He
arose and divorced his wife. All [the Israelites] thereupon arose and divorced their wives.
His daughter said to him, ‘Father, thy decree is more severe than Pharaoh's; because
Pharaoh decreed only against the males whereas thou hast decreed against the males and
females. Pharaoh only decreed concerning this world whereas thou hast decreed
concerning this world and the World to Come. In the case of the wicked Pharaoh there is
a doubt whether his decree will be fulfilled or not, whereas in thy case, thou art righteous,
it is certain that thy decree will be fulfilled, as it is said: "Thou shalt also decree a thing,
and it shall be established unto thee!" (Job 22:28). He arose and took his wife back; and
they all arose and took their wives back.

What difficulty in the verse is the Talmud addressing?

How does the Talmud answer the difficulty?

'What can you learn about Miriam from the Talmud?)

(3) PREPARE A SKIT ON THIS SECTION
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Shmot Chapter 15
20. And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand; and
all the women went out after her with tambourines, dancing. 21. And Miriam answered
them, Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider has he
thrown into the sea.
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Rashi on Shmot 15:20
20. Miriam, the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took When did she prophesy? When she
was [known only as] “Aaron’s sister,” before Moses was born, she said, “My mother is
destined to bear a son” [who will save Israel], as is found in Sotah 12b, 13a). Another
explanation: [It is written] Aaron’s sister since he [Aaron] risked his life for her when she
was afflicted with zara’ath; [thus] she is called by his name (Mechilta).
-a tambourine Heb. N1, a type of musical instrument.
-with tambourines and with dances The righteous women of that generation were [so]
certain that the Holy One, blessed be He, would perform miracles for them, they took
tambourines out of Egypt.-[from Mechilta]
21. And Miriam answered them Moshe led the men in song and they answered him,
and Miriam led the women in song.
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|H0w is Miriam's prophesy expressed?|

|What difficulties in the verse is Rashi addressing?\

(3) PREPARE A SKIT ON THIS SECTION

'What does Rashi teach us about all the women of that generation?|
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Bemidbar Chapter 12
1. And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Kushite woman whom he
had married; for he had married a Kushite woman.2. And they said, Has the Lord indeed
spoken only by Moses? has he not spoken also by us? And the Lord heard it.

'What was Miriam's sin?|
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Midrash Tanhuma (Warsaw)--Parashat Tzav
"And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses"--She started the conversation. On this
account the text mentions her first. How did Miriam know that Moses had separated
himself from his wife? R. Nathan answered: Miriam was with Zipporah when it was
told to Moses, "Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp" (Bemidbar 11:27). When
Zipporah heard this, she exclaimed, 'Woe to the wives of these if they have anything to
do with prophecy, for they will separate from their wives just as my husband has
separated from me!” It was from this that Miriam learnt about it, and she told it to Aaron.
Now if Miriam who had no intention of disparaging him was punished thus severely, all
the more so he who deliberately speaks disparagingly of his fellow!"

'What did Miriam talk about, according to the Midrash?

Is there a connection between what Miriam said here and the story/midrash|
you read in Shmot, chapter 27

'Why is Miriam's name mentioned first and not Aharon's?|

'What do you learn about the prohibition of gossip here?
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Talmud Bavli --Tractate Sotah 9b
IT IS THE SAME IN CONNECTION WITH THE GOOD. MIRIAM etc. This is like [the
other cases mentioned]. There she waited a short while [for Moses/, "And his sister stood
afar off" (Shemot 2:4)-- here [the Israelites waited for her] seven days."...and the people
journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again" (Bemidbar 12:15).

'Why did the nation wait for Miriam?

(4) PREPARE A SKIT ON THIS SECTION
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1. Shmot Chapter 2

1. And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took for his wife a daughter of Levi. 2. And the
woman conceived, and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a handsome child, she hid him
three months. 3. And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark made of reeds,
and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child in it; and she laid it in the rushes by the
river’s brink. 4. And his sister stood far away, to see what would be done to him. 5. And the
daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by the
river’s side; and when she saw the ark among the reeds, she sent her maid to fetch it. 6. And when
she had opened it, she saw the child; and, behold, the baby wept. And she had compassion on him,
and said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children. 7. Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I
go and call for you a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for you?

X TINY ' 9T 2 TINY 2' 9T AVIo Ndon a3 TmYn .2
MIN DTNY : NIMINY JINNX MNX NOIYI NRDINND NIAY,TNIN : 27 N PIN) 27 DN
TPAN THY ,7IN N2 NXAN DD KON ,NYN THNY 11T ; DXIY NN WYINY a2 TONY
AN THY ,NNY IMPONY 111 NN NNMPNI PN 1Y N ,NYNT DY NPUN
INMNKX AXNN (2 NNIWY) : DNIT MM CPNNID 190 0N : 1Y N ,NUNT DY NNV
NN NOA XD NN YT 0 VY NN DYDY PININ
2. Talmud Bavli- Tractate Sotah 12b-13a

R. Nahman said in the name of Rav: It teaches that she prophesied while she yet was the sister of
Aaron only [i.e. before Moses’ birth], and said: ‘My mother will bear a son who will be the
saviour of Israel’. When Moses was born, the whole house was filled with light; and her father
arose and kissed her upon her head, saying ‘My daughter, thy prophecy has been fulfilled’; but
when they cast him into the river, her father arose and smacked her upon her head, saying:
‘Where, now, is thy prophecy!” That is what is written: And his sister stood afar off to know what

would be done to him — what would be the fate of her prophecy.
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(3) Shmot Chapter 1

15. And the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, and the name of one was Shiphrah,
and the name of the other Puah; 16. And he said, When you do the office of a midwife to the
Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a
daughter, then she shall live. 17. But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt
commanded them, but saved the male children alive. 18. And the king of Egypt called for the
midwives, and said to them, Why have you done this thing, and have saved the male children
alive? 19. And the midwives said to Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian
women; for they are lively, and deliver before the midwives come to them. 20. Therefore God
dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied, and became very mighty. 21. And it
came to pass, because the midwives feared God, that he made them houses.
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4. Midrash Rabbah - Shmot 1:13

AND THE KING OF EGYPT SPOKE TO THE HEBREW MIDWIVES (I, 15)- Who were these
midwives? ... R. Samuel b. Nahman said: It was a woman and her daughter, namely Yocheved
and Miriam. Miriam was then only five years old, for Aaron was the senior of Moses by three
years. The Sages said that she used to accompany her mother Yocheved, attending to all her
wants, and she was very zealous... Another explanation of Puah: - she lifted up her face against
Pharaoh and turned up her nose against him, saying: “Woe unto this man when God comes to
exact His retribution.” Whereupon Pharaoh became so angry that he sought to slay her. Shiphrah-
because she smoothed over (meshapereth) her daughter's words and pacified [the king] for her.
She said to him, "You pay attention to her. She's just a little girl and knows nothing."

CotecteCeCacs-
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S. Talmud Bavli—Tractate Sotah 11b.

"And it came to pass, because the midwives feared God, that He made them houses" (Ex. 1:21).
Rab and Samuel [differ in their interpretation]; one said they are the priestly and Levitical houses,
and the other said they are the royal houses. One who says they are the priestly and Levitical
houses: Aaron and Moses; and one who says they are the royal houses: for also David descended
from Miriam...
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6. Talmud Bavli - Tractate Sotah 12a

"And there went a man of the house of Levi..." (Ex. 2:1) Where did he go? R. Judah b. Zebina
said that he went in the counsel of his daughter. A Tanna taught: Amram was the greatest man of
his generation; when he saw that the wicked Pharaoh had decreed ‘Every son that is born ye shall
cast into the river’, he said: In vain do we labour. He arose and divorced his wife. All [the
Israelites] thereupon arose and divorced their wives. His daughter said to him, ‘Father, thy decree
is more severe than Pharaoh's; because Pharaoh decreed only against the males whereas thou hast
decreed against the males and females. Pharaoh only decreed concerning this world whereas thou
hast decreed concerning this world and the World to Come. In the case of the wicked Pharaoh
there is a doubt whether his decree will be fulfilled or not, whereas in thy case, thou art righteous,
it is certain that thy decree will be fulfilled, as it is said: "Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it
shall be established unto thee!" (Job 22:28). He arose and took his wife back; and they all arose
and took their wives back.
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7. Shmot Chapter 15

20. And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand; and
all the women went out after her with tambourines, dancing. 21. And Miriam answered
them, Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider has he
thrown into the sea.
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i 8. Rashi on Shmot 15:20
i 20 Miriam, the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took When did she prophesy? When she :
i was [known only as] “Aaron’s sister,” before Moses was born, she said, “My mother is |
destined to bear a son” [who will save Israel], as is found in Sotah 12b, 13a). Another :
explanation: [It is written] Aaron’s sister since he [Aaron] risked his life for her when she :
was afflicted with zara’ath; [thus] she is called by his name (Mechilta). i
-a tambourine Heb. qnn, a type of musical instrument. |
. -with tambourines and with dances The righteous women of that generation were [so] |
certain that the Holy One, blessed be He, would perform miracles for them, they took :
tambourines out of Egypt.-[from Mechilta] !
i 21. And Miriam answered them Moshe led the men in song and they answered him,
i and Miriam led the women in song. i
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9. Bemidbar Chapter 12
1. And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Kushite woman whom he
had married; for he had married a Kushite woman.2. And they said, Has the Lord indeed

spoken only by Moses? Has he not spoken also by us? And the Lord heard it.
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10. Midrash Tanhuma --Parashat Tzav (13)

""And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses"--She started the conversation. On this account
the text mentions her first. How did Miriam know that Moses had separated himself from his
wife? R. Nathan answered: Miriam was with Zipporah when it was told to Moses, "Eldad and
Medad are prophesying in the camp" (Bemidbar 11:27). When Zipporah heard this, she
exclaimed, 'Woe to the wives of these if they have anything to do with prophecy, for they will
separate from their wives just as my husband has separated from me! It was from this that
Miriam learnt about it, and she told it to Aaron. Now if Miriam who had no intention of
disparaging him was punished thus severely, all the more so he who deliberately speaks
disparagingly of his fellow!"

A TINY L 9T VIO NYon a3 Tinn .11

INMNN AXNM (23 MNVYY” IRV, NNX NYY NYNRD N1NNN DD ,N2IVN PIYD 19)

TY YOI ND DY (22 927H2)7 - NIV ,I2TH2 DD /3 ORIV ND 12D¥N) T9D 7NN
DI GONN

11. Talmud Bavli--Tractate Sotah 9b

IT IS THE SAME IN CONNECTION WITH THE GOOD. MIRIAM etc. This is like [the
other cases mentioned]. There she waited a short while [for Moses], "And his sister stood
afar off" (Shmot 2:4)-- here [the Israelites waited for her] seven days."...and the people
Jjourneyed not till Miriam was brought in again" (Bemidbar 12:15).
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12. Micha 6:4 “I brought you up from the land of Egypt, I redeemed you from the
house of bondage, and I sent before you. Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.”

12a. Targum Yonatan on Micha 6:4 “...and I sent before you three prophets, Moses—
to teach the law, Aharon—to atone for the nation, and Miriam—to teach the women.
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13.Devarim Rabbah (Vilna) Parasha 7—VaYikra Moshe

The sages taught that one who reads the Torah must not read less than three verses. On what
basis did our Rabbis establish this law? ...Comparable to Moshe, Aharon and Miriam through
whom the Torah was given.
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