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Yom Ha’atzmaut

Name:

Your objectives for this lesson are to understand:

a) Some prophecies the Torah gives regarding the Jews and Eretz Yisrael.
b) Some prophecies regarding the Jewish People’s exiles from the land.
¢) Some prophecies regarding the return of the Jewish People to Eretz Yisrael.

Section 1: Ownership of the Land

1. Read the following source and answer the questions below, quoting from the
source:

N=3:379 MYNIA
TV OOND-NZ T2 NPNT DY 1122 DNITY PINN TYIT 1) 7923 012 OMI-NN NP 1
N2 D72 X017 D21y TINKY 1I9 YIN 92 DX T YIN IN TINN TYN9 79 500 A PINN
Buily )

a) Who are the descendents to whom God has given “wi3 XIn 537?

b) How long was this covenant supposed to last?

a)
b)

2. Explain what additional information the following source provides about God’s
promise:
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Section 2: The Land in Exile

3. Read the following sources and answer the questions below:
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a) What will happen to the land of Israel according to these sources? Explain.

b) Read the Rashi below and explain how he sees the devastation of the land as a
blessing from God.
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a)

b)

4. Read what Mark Twain wrote about upon his visit to Palestine in 1867:

“We traversed some miles of desolate country whose soil is rich enough but is given
wholly to weeds, a silent, mournful expanse... A desolation is here that not even the
imagination can grace with pomp of life and action... We never saw a human being on
the whole route. We pressed on toward the goal of our crusade, renowned Jerusalem.
The further we went the hotter the sun got and the more rocky and bare, repulsive and
dreary the landscape became...There was hardly a tree or a shrub anywhere. Even the
olive and the cactus those fast friends of a worthless soil, had almost deserted the
country. No landscape exists that is more tiresome to the eye that which bounds the
approaches to Jerusalem...Jerusalem is mournful, dreary and lifeless...”

Mark Twain, The Innocents Abroad or The New Pilgrim’s Progress Volume II,
Harper and Brothers (New York:1922).

a) How does Mark Twain describe the country, and in particular, Jerusalem?

b) How does his description compare to the promises the Torah gave about the land,
in the three sources of question 3? Explain.

a)
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b)

Section 3: The People in Exile

5. Read the following sources and answer the questions below:
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a) Where will the Jews live after they have been exiled from Israel?

b) What will the attitude of the nations be towards the Jews?

c) How will the Jews feel about their new homes?

6. Read the following quote from Martin Gilbert’s Jewish History Atlas, Oxford
1985.

“But as my research into Jewish history progressed, I was surprised, depressed and to
some extent overwhelmed by the perpetual and irrational violence which pursued the
Jews in ever country and to almost every corner of the globe. If, therefore,
persecution, expulsion, torture, humiliation and mass murder, haunt these pages, it is
because they also haunt the Jewish story.

Explain the conclusions that can be drawn from this quote.
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Section 4: The Return of the Jews

7. Read the following source:
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a) What do you think the Torah means when it says: “0»¥n n¥pa”? Explain.

b) Do you think that this has happened? Explain.

b)

8. Read the following source:
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What will happen to the Land of Israel according to Yechezkel’s prophecy? Explain.

9. Read Rabbi Abba’s comments about these verses and Rabbi Chiya Ruba’s
comments below:
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a) According to Rabbi Abba what is a clear sign that the redemption of the Jewish
people is at hand? Explain.

b) How does Rabbi Chiya Ruba explain the redemption? Explain.
a)
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b)

10. The Israeli Chief Rabbinate have called the State of Israel: "reishit tzmichat
geulateinu". Considering the sources you have studied in this lesson, do you think
that this term is appropriate?




