Social Action and Responsibility Unit

Worksheet 4

Aemos, one of the [2 minor prophets, Lived in the early & century BCE.

Amos 8: 4-6

4 Hear this, O you that would swallow the
needy, and destroy the poor of the land

5 Saying: 'When will the new moon be
gone, that we may sell grain? and the
sabbath, that we may set forth corn?
making the ephah small, and the shekel
great, and falsifying the balances of deceit;

6 That we may buy the poor for silver, and
the needy for a pair of shoes, and sell the
refuse of the corn?’

What does this text describe?
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Compare and contrast Amos's statement in verse 6 to Avraham’s actions in with
the guests that we studied in the first lesson (Bereshit 18:1-8).

How would you summarize Amos’ message in a contemporary terms? Give a

practical example of what we can do to help.
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We read the story of Yonah on Yom Kippur.

Sefer Yonah 4:5:11

5 Then Yonah went out of the city, and sat ;'1’)_’? oTPN :W)’J , Y- ngi> NN A

on the east side of the city, and there Ty ’533 OPND 2PN ,NID OY 9 wyn
made him a booth, and sat under it in the YA -0 N IUN
shade until he would see what would occur TTooEEr T e
in the city.

6 And God designated a kikayon gourd, WJN’? 5y H¥1 \PRP DIPIYN-N Y 9
which rose up above Yonah to form a 13‘1}"\)3 15 ‘7’3‘15 JUN- b)l 5y mmb

shade over his head to relieve him from
his discomfort. So Jonah rejoiced greatly
over the kikayon.

-1‘Jm nNRY NPRIRPD-5Y NI NNV

7 Then God prepared a worm at dawn of INYND NDY2 ,NY2IR DONOND 19N 3§
the next day, and it attacked the kikayon DN PRIPD-NN T ; NINN2
so that it withered. T T T T
8 And it came to pass, when the sun LA D?n‘pg_:{ N ,\!))9\_{_)0 D"\p MM N
arose, that God prepared a stifling east LM UNI-DY VNN T/ ,NOVIN O
wind; and the sun beat upon Jonah’s head ,‘I)QN"’] ,J'ﬂ)ﬁ? ,W)?)-m;{ ':'2:{\{)?] ;‘7?3_’33?]

and he became faint; he asked for death
saying: 'Better is my death than my life.'

9 And God said to Yonah: 'Are you so j[?-ﬂji;\ V>N ,n;v-bz_g D’pbgﬁ IMNN Y
deeply grieved about the kikayon?" And he  myp-Ty 95-NIN 2V ,INNN ; PIPIPD-DY
said: '|l am greatly grieved to the point of ’ i

death.’
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10 And God said: 'You took pity on the WN NPRRD- -5y noN ‘mN" RO

kikayon gourd, for_ which you_dld not Rt n9°9- v - 13157) ij ia ﬂbb)’ NY
labour, nor made it grow, which e R v
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materialized overnight, and perished

overnight;

11 and | — shall I not take pity on --N2VYTID YD NII-DY ,DINK KD NIN) N?
Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more ,OTN 127 NIVY-DXRYN NAID M2-Y TYUN
than one hundred and twenty thousand , 117 NbND\’)b 13’)3’ P2 Y- Nb ‘1\’)N

people who do not know their right hand

and their left hand, and also much cattle?’ N3
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Why is Yonah so upset and grieved about the loss of his kikayon gourd?

The city of Ninveh was a non-Jewish city that repents after Yonah’'s message
is delivered. What can we learn about our obligation to Chesed and Tzadakah
from this?

The text demonstrates that it is natural for people to feel closer to something
they have nurtured and know, rather than things that are far away. How does
Tzadakah and Chesed reflect that human behaviour?

What can we learn from these texts about having pity for others?
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Bereshit 18: 1-8

1 And GOD appeared to him by the plains of
Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of the tent in
the heat of the day;

2 And he lifted up his eyes and looked, and,
behold, three men stood over him; and when
he saw them, he ran to meet them from the
entrance of the tent, and bowed down to the
earth,
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3 And he said: ‘God, if now I have found favour —7°)°¥2 0 YNIN¥N N)-ON JN SN )

in your sight, please do not pass by your
servant.

4 Let now a little water be fetched, and wash
your feet, and recline yourselves under the
tree.

5 And | will fetch a piece of bread, and satisfy
your heart; after that you can pass by; because
you have passed by your servant.” And they
said: ‘So do, as you have said.’

6 And Avraham hurried to the tent to Sarah,
and said: ‘Make ready quickly three measures
of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes.’

7 And Avraham ran to the herd, and fetched a
calf tender and good, and gave it to the boy;
and he hurried to prepare it.

8 And he took butter, and milk, and the calf
which he had prepared, and set it before them;
and he stood by them under the tree, and they
ate.
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