M ¥ap - M2 Mwn

In this unit, we will take a look at a number of mmwn in M52 noon which
deal with both yap and nm> in prayer. The n»mwn that we will be reading
relate to the ynw and to the nny. It will be an opportunity to learn more
about the ynw and the nmny while learning about the role of yap and nm> in
prayer.

In order to assist you with your study of these nmwn, you are being
provided with an "organizer for studying a rabbinic text". This organizer
has the following items for you to complete for each mishna:

1. Difficult words with explanations

2. English translation of the text

3. Main points of the text

4. Questions and personal comments on the text

The organizer, which is found on the next page, can also be helpful to you
with the study of other rabbinic texts. Make copies of it for the study of
nmwn in this unit. You should note in #1 of the organizer other unfamiliar
words that are not in the glossary that is provided. At the top right hand
portion of the organizer, indicate which passage is being studied. Also,
when studying a commentary with the text, divide the paper so that you will
be completing the four parts of organizer for the text on the left side of the
paper and the four parts for the commentary on the right side.

As you read each mishna, note whether the mishna emphasizes the aspect
of yap or nmain prayer. In the worksheet that follows, you will be asked to
note which one is being emphasized in each nmwn.

Rabbi Harold H. Bell, DHL

(The author acknowledges a grant made by the Jewish Educators
Assembly Fund for Educational Research and Development in support for
this project.)



Text

Date
ORGANIZER FOR STUDYING A RABBINIC TEXT

1. Difficult words with explanations

2. English translation of the text

3. Main points of the text

4. Questions and personal comments on the text



NN D72
1. What three paragraphs from the Torah are included in the ynv? Check a
siddur and write down the first few words which identify each paragraph.

2. When is the earliest time one may recite the y»nv in the evening
according to the mishna?

3. State three points of view regarding the latest time to recite the ynw in
the evening and the name of the rabbinic authority for each point of view.

4. What question is asked of Rabban Gamliel by his sons? What is
Rabban Gamliel's response?

5. Explain the reason: nnayn y oy nx nano »12. What is the thinking
behind this reason?

6. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nm> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

AN MO72
1. There are two points of view stated in the mishna regarding the earliest
time to recite the ynw in the morning. The first point of view is stated by
the nnp xn, which means "first xon™ (8n = sage in the time of the Mishna).
He is so identified as the "first" one since this xon is mentioned
anonymously. Indicate which point of view regarding the earliest time for
the wynwv is that of the nnp xn and which is the point of view of R. Eliezer.



2. What are the points of view of the xnp »n and R. Yehoshua regarding
the latest time to say the ynw in the morning?

3. The mishna gives a ruling regarding one who has not recited the ynv by
the deadline:

DM XNPN DTN PN ND TONY NI XNPN

R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro (who lived in Italy, then Israel in the 15th century)
is considered a basic commentary on the Mishna. Read his comments on
each of the following phrases from this mishna and summarize these
comments in your own words:

- PO NY

- NN NMPN OTNROD

4. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or ny> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

XN 972
1. What is the disagreement between Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel
regarding the physical position of a person reciting the ynv? What words
does each one quote and how do these words support their positions?



2. How does Beit Hillel interpret the words that Beit Shammai uses to
support its position?

3. Whose practice does R. Tarfon follow? What criticism did the Rabbis
give regarding R. Tarfon's practice?

4. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nym> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

TN TMON2

1. How many blessing are recited before and after the ynw in the morning?
Locate these blessings in a m7o and write down the first and last words of
each of these blessings. (The commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro
identifies these blessings.) Look at the nmnn (conclusion) of the n>1a as
well as the words which you recognize from the text. These will help
identify the main theme of each n>7a. State the main theme of each no1a.

2. How many blessing are recited before and after the ynw in the evening?
Locate these blessings in a m7o and write down the first and last words of
each of these blessings. (The commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro
identifies these blessings.) Look at the nmnn (conclusion) of the n>1a as
well as the words which you recognize from the text. These will help
identify the main theme of each n>7a. State the main theme of each no1a.



3. What does the Mishna mean by: naxp nnxy o nnx? You will find an
explanation for this in the commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro. Note the
meaning of the following used in this commentary:

a. The letter x when used as a prefix to a word in Aramaic is
the same as the word 5y ("on") in Hebrew. Here it is translated
as "to".

b. The word »xp in Aramaic means "stand". Here it is translated
as "refers to".

4. What does the mishna mean when it states:
ANPD ONYI PN PINAY ININRY DPN
OINNYD ORI ION ISPY INIRY DPN
5. How does R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro explain the terms:
- DNY
- DINND NOV

Why do you think that the blessings under the category of omn> xow are
included in the section about the ynv even though they have nothing to do
with the ynv?

6. What does the mishna mean when it states:

DINNY NHY NYI ION DINND
DINNY MNYI WX DINNY RO

7. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nm> aspect of prayer?
Explain.



DN MO72

1. This mishna begins with the statement that one should mention moy
oy at night. To what passage in the ynv does omxn moy refer? You
will find the answer in the opening words of the commentary of R. Ovadiah
of Bertinoro to this mwn.

2. According to R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro this passage, which mentions nxox»
D™y, is recited at night even though it includes a mitzva which is not a
night time mitzva. What is this mitzva and what words does R. Ovadiah of
Bertinoro quote from the Torah to show that it is not a night time mitzva?

3. R. Elazar ben Azariah states that he could not convince the sages to
have orxn moy recited at night until he heard an interpretation of Ben
Zoma on the words:

TON Y 9D DN NIND TNNY DY NN RN W

a. What is Ben Zoma's interpretation of these words?

b. The mishna then states the interpretation of the o»on for this same
passage. This interpretation has nothing to do with the ynw but is included
here with Ben Zoma's interpretation which does relate to the ynv. What is
the interpretation of the omon for this passage?

4. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or ny> aspect of prayer?
Explain.



N2 MO
1. In order to understand this mishna it is helpful to read and write down the
commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro on the following:

NMNI XNP D
P YN

State the circumstances when these words of the nw»n would apply (for
example, if one were studying Torah in the late afternoon).

2. The mishna then states that in the circumstances described in #1 above,
one has fulfilled one's obligation of doing the mitzva of
yovw mop if one 1ad o, What does v yvo mean?

3. In order to understand the meaning of 25 > ox . . . nMMa XMp N

it is necessary to be aware of the two views on whether nm> Moy mxn --
whether proper intention is necessary for one to fulfill a mitzva properly.
There are those who say that nm> mox mxn, that it is necessary for one
to have nm> in order to satisfy the requirements of a mitzva. There are
others who say that nm> m>ax px myn, that it is not necessary for one to
have nm> in order to satisfy the requirements of doing a mitzva. Read the
commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro "x¥» 15 5 oX" ,2>nnnn 2T and
complete the following:

a. If mmo m>»x myn, then:

N1 NMP D
= 115 »d DN

b. If M5 Mo px mNn, then:

NN NP 7N

= 115 »d DN



c. According to R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro which viewpoint do we follow: mxn
MO TIX PN OF NMND MDY MNN?

4. Complete the following chart, which summarizes the rest of
N MO73 MWL

According to R. Meir, in between paragraphs one may . ..

According to R. Meir, in the middle of a paragraph one may . . .

According to R. Yehuda, in the middle of a paragraph one may . . .

According to R. Yehuda, in between paragraphs one may . . .

5. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nm> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

22 Mo
1. The beginning of this mishna defines what is meant by o192
(o192 = in between paragraphs). List each of the places in this category:

2. R. Yehuda states that between the ~naxn (the third paragraph of the ynw)
and the 1¥n nnx (the blessing after the ynw in the morning) is not

considered opn91 and, therefore, one may not interrupt one's recitation at
that time. R. Yehuda's point of view is based on a verse from y»n which



10

is quoted in the commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro, ya" ,2>nnnn a7
"o N2 > XD . Write out this verse and explain why it is a basis
for R. Yehuda's point of view.

3. a. Give the exact Biblical chapter and verses of the three paragraphs of
the ynw. Which of these paragraphs comes first in the Torah? Which one
second? Which one third? Note this order next to each paragraph.

mv
e ox 7m
IMXN

b. As you can see, these verses are not in the same order in the 1770 as
they are in the Torah. R. Yehoshua ben Korcha states the reasons for their
order in the m10. Give the reason that the ynv comes before the ox nmom
VIV,

c. Give the reason why the ymw ox n»m comes before the .

d. Note that R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro quotes a passage from the
ymv ox M to show that it contains a mitzva that is practiced both day
and night. What is the mitzva that he quotes?

e. R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro quotes a passage from the - to show that it
contains a mitzva that is practiced during the daytime only. What is the
mitzva that he quotes? What in the words that he quotes from the nn
indicates that it is practiced only during the daytime?
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4. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nm> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

> Mmo7a

1. a. The first part of this mishna is a npnn (disagreement) between the
o N and R. Yose regarding the necessity to read the words of the ynw
so that the one who recites the ynw can hear these words. What are the
views of the xnpp »mn and R. Yose?

b. The nnp »n and R. Yose base their points of view on different
interpretations of the word ynw in the opening line of the first paragraph of
the ynw. The commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro,

"NY ND N DY 027" Dnnnn M2t gives their interpretations of the word
yov. What are their interpretations and how does each interpretation form
the basis for their viewpoints on the mishna?

c. The commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro states the noon. According
to whom is the nobn?

2. a. The next part of this mishna includes a nm>nn between R. Yose and
R. Yehuda regarding one who is not precise in pronouncing the letters of
the words in the ynw. The words in the mishna for this are

mnrvmNa p1pT 8. What are the points of view of R. Yose and R. Yehuda?
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b. The commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro explains these words. In
your own words, summarize briefly what is meant by the words p7p7 N
mnvmNa. Give two examples from the commentary of R. Ovadiah of
Bertinoro.

c. What is the n25n in this case? The answer to this question is in the first
part of the commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro
"NYY N OOY Y ONnnn N1AT.

3. a. What does the Mishna mean when it states that one who reads the
ynw out of order (y19nY) has not fulfilled one's obligation? The answer for
this is in commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro

"RY ND" O Dnnnn M.

b. In this commentary is also the ruling about one who accidentally reads
the three paragraphs in an order different from the one in the siddur. What
is the naon in this case and what is the reason for this na5n?

4. The last part of this mishna deals with one who loses one's place while
reading the ynvw. The commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro

"nyoy Dpnd MmN o nnnn MaT describes the procedure about what to
do in four cases where one loses one's place. Indicate below what one
should do in each of these cases:

a. If a person knows that it is between paragraphs, but forgot which two
paragraphs (two opinions) -

b. If a person lost one's place in the middle of a paragraph and remembers
what paragraph it is but does not remember where in the paragraph -
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c. If a person is reading onano but forgot whether it was from the first
paragraph of the ynv or the second paragraph -

d. If a person has read onan> but forgot whether it was from the first
paragraph of the ynv or the second paragraph and was reciting the words
129 wnd (which follow the verse that begins with onan> in the second
paragraph) -

5. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nm> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

T2 MO

1. a. Why may workers recite the ynw even on top of a tree or a stone
wall? The answer to this question is found in the commentary of R.
Ovadiah of Bertinoro, "727y" ,9>nnnn M.

b. What is the explanation of the word 727 in this commentary of R.
Ovadiah of Bertinoro?

2. The commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro pxwa yoxw nn" oonnnn MaT

"noona o Mmwyy uses the words »n mny xmoxT to explain why one is
required to go down from the top of a tree or a stone wall in order to recite
the nmny. The Hebrew translation for these Aramaic words is dn nbanw
o> nwpa). Explain in your own words what this means.

3. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nm> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

NT o2
1. a. This mishna deals with the times for reciting n>an ("prayer"), which is
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the talmudic term for what is known today as the nmny or the nawy nmwmw. It
was known as nYan because it was prayer par excellence (of the highest
quality). nbandiffers from the recitation of the ynw and the blessings which
come before and after it (mm>72y yv nNap) in that yov P is a mitzva
of reciting certain passages from the Torah, whereas n>an is when we pour
out our hearts and soul to address God. They are both the essential part
of the service, but they are different in nature.

b. nvan is also known as the nny because one stands at attention when
reciting it. See x:n m»>72 mwn where standing is mentioned in reference to
noan.

c. nvan is also known as the nawy nnw because the weekday nvan
originally had eighteen blessings. (Now there are nineteen.) See mwn

»1 ™52 where the requirement to recite eighteen blessings in the nbanis
mentioned.

2. Now we are ready to look at x-7 m>72 mwn. The latest times for the
recitation of each n7ny is stated. In three of the four cases R. Yehuda
disagrees with the xnp xon. Note below the points of view for each nny.

D M NOP NN noan
MINY

nnn
many

qoMm

3. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nm> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

27 Mo
1. a. At what two points did R. N'chunya b. Hakana say a short prayer?
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b. What was the nature of each prayer? In explaining the nature of each
prayer, it will be helpful to look at the following from the commentary of R.
Ovadiah of Bertinoro  "nopn yawn xovw" S nnnn MaT and the first part of
PON DY TN M X" onnnn M1 "(up to and including the words

vITHN ™A "awn).

2. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nm> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

XT_MOM2
1. Three owon state points of view regarding the number of m>73 a person
should recite as nvan. What are the views of these own?

- OO 129
- ywi "

- NDPY 119

2. R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro gives two explanations of nawy n»w pynin his
commentary "nawy nhnw pyn’ onnnn Nat. State briefly these two
explanations. Note the meanings of these Aramaic words in this
commentary:
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NI OOVINY ¥ - NINDX OWIINT TN

DINIXY VN - MINNT IINY

3. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nm> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

77 _Mo7a
1. The first part of this mishna is a statement of w5~ »9. Translate this
statement into English.

2. How does R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro explain the the term yap?

3. The second part of this mishna is a statement of yvy» »a7. Translate this
statement into English. R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro's explanation of the term
Tayn nwa will be helpful in preparing this translation.

4. a. According to R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro in "nayn nw1s 951" Snnnn M7,
is the n>an that one recites in a place of danger the one according to

yen v oris it another version? If it is not according to ywy» ', state the
first three words which identify this nban.

b. Once a person is no longer in danger, under what circumstances is that
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person required to recite the nmny? (See the commentary of
R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro in "mayn nw1s 953" onnnn MaT.)

5. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nm> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

DT Mo
1. According to this mwn, what are three things that a person should do, in
order of priority, if one is riding on a donkey and the time for reciting the
NNy is running out?

2. According to the commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro in ,2>nnnn a7
"1 N Yy aom Y, the na5n is not according to the mwn ono
(anonymous nwin, that is, with no »on listed by name as having stated it).
What is the nobn?

3. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nm> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

¥ MO
1. What is the naon stated in this mwn and what do you think is the reason
for it?

2. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nm> aspect of prayer?

Explain.
N MO
1. In what state of mind should one be when reciting the nmny?
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2. What did the early omon (pious ones) used to do in order to be in this
state of mind?

3. According to R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro in Yxw "19nn y»ax” onnnn Mt
"1m>va, under what condition may one ignore a king when reciting the
NTNY?

4. According to R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro in 5y 5 wny ¥»ax” onnnn T
"apy, under what condition may one not interrupt one's reciting of the nmny
when confronted by a snake?

5. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or nm> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

20 MoMa
1. With help of the commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro, state the words
to which the following refer:

- DMWY M)

- DNWYIN DYNW

2. What are the three points of view about where in the Saturday night
nNY one recites the n>1an paragraph?

- NP NN
- N2PY ")
- MYHN Y

3. What is the nobn regarding where one recites the n>1an paragraph?
(The answer is found in the commentary of R. Ovadiah of Bertinoro in ma7
"MYTN PN oNNnN.)
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4. Does this mishna focus more on the yap or ny> aspect of prayer?
Explain.

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS

1. Now that you have studied these nmwninn ,7 ,3 ,X ©DpP19 ,Mmd13, your

next

assignment is to list below the chapter and myw»n number that falls under
the appropriate category. To do this, you will need to refer to the last
question for each mwn, which states: "Does this mishna focus more on
the yap or nm> aspect of prayer? Explain." Some mmwn may fall under
more than one category.

yap NN

2. Based on the above listing, how do you think the own viewed the issue
of the yap versus nm>?
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GLOSSARY

N:N MO
from when - >mnxn

offering of produce to the priest - nmn
one-third of the night - nmmwx
when dawn arrives - anwn Ty nHyw
party - nnwnn m
burning - qopn
fat - oaon
limbs - omax
AN MO
blue - n5on
green - >m1>
the sparkling of the sun (sunrise) - nnNn N
hour (1/12th of daylight) - nyw

lose - Poan

AN TOMI
they recline - yo»

and | reclined - >moum

and | put myself in danger - »xya Mmoo
on account of - »an

robbers - ovoY

fitting - »1>
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to be guilty - 2%

that you transgressed - nayvy

TN D72
to make longer -pnino

have permission - »wvn

to conclude ("seal") - omn>

N3
mention - P,

| merited - »mo
that he interpreted it - nmx vyTw - PYVITY

to the days of the messiah - Yv o - MY

N3 MO13
the reading (of the ynvw) - NIpHN

ND - WND

fulfilled one's obligation - 2N »» &Y - KXY
in between paragraphs - op192

greet - YN

return the greeting - wn

22 Mo71a
interrupts - po»
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come before - nnTp

belief in God ("the yoke - oy madn Hw
of the kingship of Heaven")

commitment to mxn ("yoke - mxn Sy
of mmsn")

only (is not....except) - NON..IPN

is practiced - »m

21 MO71
cause to hear - ynwn

be precise - p1pT
with its letters - mnymxa

out of order - yhany

T2 MMA
workmen - PN

tree - Yo

stone wall - 7am

NT o732

(perfect day = daylight from 6:00am-6:00pm)
(3:30pm-6:00pm in "perfect day" - mvp nNn)

half of mop nr; in - nNmn 99
a "perfect day"= 4:45pm

27 MoMa
the nature of ("the place of") - opn

it will occur - yaxn



23

stumbling block - nYpn

thanks - m7n

X7 _Mmona
similar to - pyn

fluent - v

17 M9o72
supplication (begging for mercy) - o»unn

save! - yvin

remnant (those who remain) - mxv

T MO
turn - M,

facing - ™

»T MOIA
boat - ny»ov

wagon - Ny

raft - nTox

N MON2
seriousness - yxJ 715

linger, wait - omw
God - opn
he will answer him - »aw

wrapped - 7>
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his heel - yapy

2D MmoMa
mightiness of - m2)

bringing back to life - mnn

in and of itself - nnyy »aa



