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Maimonides, Responsa, 448

These Yishmaelim [i.e., Muslims] are not
idolaters at all. [Idolatry] has been
eradicated from their mouths and hearts.
They unify G-d without question...
Likewise all contemporary Muslims,
including women and children, have
eradicated idolatrous beliefs and their
errors and foolishness are manifest in other
maters... In respect of the unity of God,
they are in no error at all.

Mishneh Torah, Forbidden Foods, 11:7

A resident alien [ger toshav], namely one
who has accepted the seven [Noahide]
commandments... we may not drink his
wine but we may benefit from fit...
Similarly, any non-Jew who does not serve
idols, such as the Yishmaelim [=Muslims],
though their wine may not be drunk, it is
permitted to benefit from it. So have all the
Geonim ruled. We may derive no benefit,
however, from the wine of idolaters.

Maimonides, Responsa, 149

It is permissible to teach the
commandments to Christians and to draw
them close to our religion. This is
prohibited regarding Muslims, because, as
you know they, reject the divine origin of
Torah and if they are taught scripture it
would contradict the version of events that
they have either invented or confused...

Christians, on the other hand, believe the
text of the Torah is immutable although
they interpret it improperly in their
commentaries. If they were presented with
the correct interpretation, however, it is
conceivable that they would recant;

and even if they don’t recant, it will cause
us no harm since their scriptures are the
same as our own.

AN 390 2'"ana N

9257,990 1"V 272w DR DOORYAYT 1R
,'yNY ,ORY 07 oY .02vm) o on nA)
LD PRY T LIRDD T

,0°W11 Q10,0712 217 2ORYAYT IR 1
0°7272 aNWOLIANYLY ;27107 1"V 710703
e Bakiish

220wy oah PRL'YN, oW TN DaR

17777 RO 27D NMMIOR NBORR N1sB A an

0 NINR YA 195 DR RITY aRIN )
,7°°1772 NI °NWA MOK 117 1R
199,70 IPXR PRI PRI 10 9RK I
BN A2 2" 1Y 72 R 2" 1Y B
TN TN MONR I DIRYRWIT
QNIN 2R ,2O1RNT 70 177 191 a2
%172 MOR 01 ano ™Moy DT

vap 1% a''aneT '

SR DoWN?10°XNY MDA TAPY NI
,DOORYAWSD 7172 927 NI ORI, 1INT
T INW ,aN1MR OV 237 MITW 0 0o
1M 927 TR WRIY ,2ONWT 1 TR
077 972W 717 7a07 (TIREA™) 7°21N5
912521 2°719°077 212V 9% 02N

. 0% N2 WK DI

ROIANRM DX P 2w ban
2IDAM P7Y,77INW R 77N oY
NRT 2°WI5MY 70917 aWIND2 2%1D 12
2177AY° ORY,002 22T 0w, 2°WI02
,20127 IPW IWOR L2317 WIN0n oY
X2 ,1OW Q%W 1T RD 19°0R)
07721022 XXM’ K7W 717 117 X120
21923057 W 127



Islam, Christianity and Avodah Zarah
Dr. Moshe Sokolow

[38] Meiri, Bet Habechirah,
Avodah Zarah, 53

It has already been stated that these things
[laws relating to gentiles] were said concerning
periods when there existed nations of idolaters,
and they were contaminated in their deeds and
tainted in their dispositions . . . but other
nations, which are restrained by the ways of
religion and which are free fromsuch
blemishes of character — onthe contrary, they
even punish such deeds — are, without doubt,
exempt from this prohibition.

[39] Be’er haGolah to
Choshen Mishpat 425:5.

The rabbis of the Talmud meant by the term
‘idolators’ the pagans who lived in their time,
who worshipped the stars and the constellations
and did not believe in the Exodus from Egypt
and in the creation of the world out of nothing.
But the nations under whose benevolent
shadow we, the Jewish nation, are exiled and
are dispersed among them, they do believe in
the creation of the world out of nothing and the
Exodus from Egypt and in the essentials of
faith, and their whole intention is toward the
Maker of heaven and earth, as other authorities
have said . . . these nations do believe in all of
this.

[40] Introduction to R. Jonathan
Eybeschuetz, Kreti uPleti

The Christian nations among whom we live,
generally observe the principles of justice and
righteousness, believe in the creation of the
world and the existence and providence of G-d,
and in the Law of Moses and the prophets, and
oppose the Sadducean view that denies the
resurrection of the dead and the immortality of
the soul. Therefore it is fitting to be thankful to
them, to praise and extol them, and to bring
upon them blessings and not, G-d forbid,
curses.
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[41] R. Israel Lipschutz,
Tiferet Yisrael to Avot 3:17.

R. Elazar ben Azaryah said, “If there is no
Torah there is no culture [derekh eretz]”— The
word “Torah” here cannot be meant literally,
since there are many ignorant people who have
not learned it, and many pious among the
gentiles who do not keep the Torah and yet are
ethical and people of culture. Rather, the
correct interpretation seems to me to be that
every people has its own religion [dat Eloki]
which comprises three foundational principles,
[a] belief in a revealed Torah, [b] belief in
[Divine] reward and punishment, and [c] belief
in an afterlife (they disagree merely on the
interpretation of these principles). These three
principles are whatis called here “Torah”.

[42] R. Jacob Emden, Seder Olam
Rabbah ve-Zuta, Appendix.

The writers of the Gospels never meant to say
that the Nazarene came to abolish Judaism, but
only that he came to establish a new religion
for the Gentiles from that time onward. Nor
was it new, but actually ancient; being the
Seven commandments of the sons of Noah,
which were forgotten. The Apostles of the
Nazarene established them anew . .. Itis
therefore a habitual saying of mine . . . that the
Nazarene brought about a double kindness in
the world. On the one hand, he strengthened
the Torah of Moses majestically, as mentioned
earlier, and not one of our sages spoke out
more emphatically concerning the immutability
of the Torah. And on the other hand he did
much good for the gentiles . . . by doing away
with idolatry and removing the images from
their midst. He obligated them with the seven
commandments . . . and also bestowed on them
ethical ways, and in this respect he was much
more stringent with them than the Torah of
Moses, as is well known.
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