(a) An integrated approach to teaching Jewish and World History

. Why integrate ?
A. That's how it happened
B. Jewish History in context - leam the World History and place Jews in their true
setting :
C. Connectedness of Torah and secular studies integrated whole
D. Reactions and influence : Civilization,Empires, Nation —> Jews
Jews —> Civilizations, Empires, Nations
E. Comparison of values, goals between Jews and larger society they are In
. (Suggestions on) How to integrate?
A. lIssue of uniqueness of Jewish History : Is it just like any other history?
1. Four ni*i - concept of nia - Exile - powerpoint
2. Rav Nachman Bulman article - Uniqueness of Jewish History pattems,
lessons within Jewish History
3. Rav article - “Destiny, Not Causality, Governs Jewish History”
B. Curriculum -"Walk” through the curriculum and methodologies
1. Hammurabi Law Code - categorize - compare to Torah Law
2. 019 NI 712 NI ; Assyrian, Babylonian and Persian Empires : What did
that mean for the Jews and Judaism?
3. nia: Greek Civilization and Hellenism : What does Hellenism mean
{ for the Jews and Judaism? - Essay on shiur comparing Judaism and
Hellenism
4. orx ni7a : Roman Civilization : Roman Republic and Empire : What were
the Jewish reactions to Roman Rule?
a) Essenes and Essene concept of holiness -->beginnings of
Christianity
b) Zealot reactions — Jewish Revolts against Rome -
c) Pharisees —> Development of Rabbinic Judaism
5. Medieval Europe
a) Source study of development of Christian attitudes towards the
Jews
b) Crusades as tuming point debates
6. Jewish life in Christian, Muslim and Christian Spain
a) Interesting sources of information - Cairo Geniza, Diary of
Benjamin of Tudela, Travels of Marco Polo, Rihla of lbn Battuta
b) Christian treatment of the Jews under Visigoth and later under
Reconquista
c) “Golden Age” of the Jews in Muslim Spain - Socratic seminar
7. Renaissance - concludes with Sforno - a true Renaissance Man
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The course will conclude in the aftermath of two cataclysmic events : the fall of
the Western half of the Roman Empire and the Destruction of the Second Temple in
Jerusalem. Much of the World History and Jewish History following these events can
be seen as reactions to the events. The fall of Rome meant the total collapse of the
existing political, economic and social structures. Feudalism , the manorial system the
dominance of the church and the development of nations will characterize Medieval
Europe and start to fill the void left by Rome’s fall. Church power will culminate in the
calling of the Crusades. Following the Destruction of the Second Temple, the Rabbis
developed a Judaism that was not dependent on the Temple. The foundations of this
Rabbinic Judaism emerged in Judea and Babylonia, which eventuaily became the
spiritual center of Judaism following the Destruction, and continued to develop in the
Jewish communities of Medieval Europe. The Middle Ages was the backdrop for both
the rich development of Jewish Learning as well as for the upheavals of the Late
Medieval Period which culminated in the expuision of the Jews and their Judaism from
most of Westerm Europe. The difficult years of the late Medieval Period will give way

to the Renaissance . The causes and accomplishments of the Renaissance will conclude
the course.
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d. Structure of Greek Democracy.
3. Role of Golden Age of Athenian Culture ( 440 — 322 BCE).
a. Persian Wars led to Golden age of Athens
b. Pericles
c. Accomplishments in sculpture, architecture and drama.
4, Peloponnesian War leads to questioning
a. Athenian Imperialism : Delian League.—— Peloponnesian War
b. Change in Greek worldview
c. Greek Philosophy develops in response to Peloponnesian War
i. Socrates.
ii. Plato.
li. Aristotle.
D. What were the political and cultural accomplishments of the Roman Republic (509-44 BCE) ?
( 6th - 1st Centuries BCE)
1 .Background
a.Geography.
b.Early Settlement.- Etruscan Civilization
2. Establishment and functioning of the Republic.
3. Roman Conquests.
a.ltalian Peninsula
b. Punic Wars : Rome gains control of Mediterranean
4. Weakening of the Republic.
a.Domestic and Foreign Problems.
b.Reforms : Gracchus Brothers.
c.Marius and army reforms.
d.Sulla and establishment of dictatorship..
5. Caesar
a.Rise to power - 1% Triumvirate
b.Conquests
c. Reforms

IV What were the political and cultural accomplishments of the Hellenistic Age and how did it
impact the Jews and Judaism? (323 - 150 BCE) ?
A. Philip of Macedonia - Alexander the Great.
Conquests — Break-up of Empire.

B. Hellenism.
1.Political.
2. Social.
3. Art.
4, Science.

C. What does Hellenism mean for the Jews and Judaism? The Third Exile (1° m))
1.Alexander and the Jews.
2.Jews under Ptolemy Rule.
3.Jews under Seleucid Rule.
4. Revoit of the Maccabees

3



D. Hasmonean Rule.
1.Yehuda
2. Yonaton
3.Shimon
4. Reaction to Hyrcanus’ policies of expansion and forced conversion — development of
Pharisees and Sadducees.
5. Formation of political parties leads to civil war.
6. Shlomit — Torah State under rule of Pharisees.

V. East meets West : The silk Roads : How did the “Pax Romana” and the Han Dynasty of China
represent the height of their civilizations?
A. East meets West
1. Silk Roads : Contact between the Han Dynasty and the Romans of the Pax Romana results
in cultural influences
2. Introduce Augustus : 2nd Triumvirate and rise to power and Rule
3. Introduce Gaozu (Liu Bang) : Rise to power, unification of China and Rule
B. What were the accomplishments of the Pax Romana? (27 BCE — 180 CE)
1.. Rule of the Emperors of the Pax Romana.
2.. Culture of the Pax Romana
a.Philosophy — Epicurean and Stoic
b..Sports and entertainment
c.Literature
d.Architecture and town planning.
e. Roman Law
C How did Han Dynasty (141 BCE — 220 CE) bring China to its Golden age ?
1.Emperor Wudi — establishes government based on Confucian principles
2. Development of science, medicine, technology and engineering
3. Buddhism becomes the religion of China

VI. How did the Jews and Judaism develop under Roman Rule? The Fourth Exile ( Mo ovIN) :
A. Rome gains control of Judea — Pompey.
B. Herod’s rise to power and rule
C. Development of Judaism and Jewish life under Roman Rule.
D. What were the Jewish Reactions to Roman Rule and their long-range developments?
1. Essene reaction ——> Development of Christianity
a.Life of Yeshu { v ) - a historical problem
b.Evaluation of the sources of information : Gemara, Roman Writings, Josephus and
Gospels
c.. Events of ™" s life- problems of conflicting accounts
d.Paul - Life and doctrines. Paul separates Judaism from his newly created religion of
Christianity.
i.Doctrines : Doctrine of Original sin; Doctrine of the Law, Doctrine of the Divinity
of Yeshu
ii.Creation of Churches

iii.Epistles
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C.Late Medieval Upheavals
1.100 Years War
2.War of the Roses
3.The Great Famine
4.The Plague

5.Jewish Experience 14th and 15" centuries - Expulsions

Xil. What were the accomplishments of the Renaissance?
A. ltalian Renaissance

1.Humanism : Renaissance Man and Renaissance Women
2.Early Renaissance artists
a.Petrarch
b.Dante
c.Giotto
. 3.Renaissance in Florence - Quattrocento
a.Medici Family - Patrons of the Arts
b.Art and Architecture
Ghiberti
Brunelleschi
Donatello
Masaccio
4. Renaissance in Rome
a. Popes as Patrons of the Arts

b. Artists
i. Michelangelo
ii. Raphael
ili. Leonardo da Vinci

B. Northern European Renaissance
1.The Printing Press
2.Flemish Painters
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What is unique about Jewish History???? The is true, of course, of
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A series of concentric circles.
Outer fiarrative and inner meaning.
Dates, ‘personalities, communities.

.Socio-economicand political conditions;

-cultural and spiritual activity, interreja-
tionships:and conflicts; achi¢vements. -
and failures; rise and fall; antecedents B

- and aftereffects.

All of theseé'are the “ingredients” and
points of reference of the study of all

history.

'

Jewish history -except that Torah per-
spectives seek out and focus on other
elements as central to all the above:
namely, the poles of Exile and Redemp-
tion; of Providence and human will; of

- Torahloyalty and relations with the non-

Jewish world; of the seeds of healing

which precede the harshest of blows; of ; «
near assimilation and rising from ashes : st €0 e
again and again; OW L ) é\es-\fc"\
rebirth; of being atomi y surround-

ingcivilizations and cultures, and/orrevo-

- lutionizing them from within; of world

historic encounters four times with the ;
major pational powers of the Gmes; of |
being a People apart and being the axis
around which world history revolves; of
being a People twice evicted from jis |- Opobck“‘)
land, and retaining a deathless yearnmg
for the Land — through twenty centuries
of Exile; of prophetic revelation and
legal preoccupation beyord ,compare S

and equally unique genius ui;_tgg_puxsuit——- 0\‘0{ o> &£ s
of the material; of fractiouS individual- | “{MOAS © o¥
ism and unconquerable unity across N a
ocedns and millennia; of a Messianic

yearning so intense, that iis great test is |

the repeated explosion of false !
Messianism, whether of movements or

individuals. .

Read this except carefully and write the answers to the following questions : 0‘“ your own c.oo'rcu)

(1) What is similar about all history and Jewish History?

?lgaSe \

(2) What is unique about Jewish History? How does Jewish History differ from all other history?

(3) What four empires is the author referring to when he writes “of world historic encounters four .

times with the major national powers of the times” ?

1. 2.

3.

4,

(4) What two major events in Jewish History is the author referring to when he writes “of being a

People twice evicted from its land” ?






What are other examples in Torah History of “healing which precedes the wound” ?
Read the except carefully and write the answers to the following questions :

(A) m: Noach

Before the world-destructive Flood in
Noah’s time, Noah invented agricultural,
implements, “plowshares” as it were, to
ease the sorrow of “eating bread by the
sweat of one’s brow.” The violence
made possible by those who “forged
copper and iron” seals the decree of
world destruction, an “instant” before
the last tzaddik is submerged in evil.
Noah’s invention anticipated the proph-
ecy, “They shall smash their swords into
plowshares...The wolf will dwell with
the lamb” (lsazahz :4and 11: 6) Human
nature will be transformed. Can swords
be smashed into plowshares, without the  :
transformation of human nature? :

Before the pre-Noahide world led to °
its own destruction, the final world of
redemption was planted.

T et o ottt bt et

(1) What “wound” is going to come to the world?

(2) Why is that “wound” going to come? What did people in Noach’s time use copper and iron for?

(3) In what two ways is Noach the “healing” that will precede the “wound” ?

b.



B. ONNaX (Avraham)

‘I'en generations later: Again one last
Izaddik remains, Avraham, our Father.
The world is again beyond the power of
self-n;generation. But there is a Divine
Promise, that a new world will not be

built on the total ruins of the old world. |

The old world will remain locked in the
struggle between good and evil, between

Read the exceft carefully and write the answers to the following questions :

blessing and anguish; till Avraham’s
offspring, as custodians of “the way of
Hashem™ namely the practice of “righ-
teousness-justice” will have led to the
transformation of human character and
behavior.

Lech Lecha: “Go to yourself’ from
earlier nation, community, family. The
world will not be neutral toward the
People you will found, but without ac-
knowledging it, blessing or diminution
forthem will be a function of this relation
towards your People. But after you are
extracted from their world, and the,
millenial encounter/struggle between
thern and you— in your “separateness,”

they will finally acknowledge, that all’

blessing comes to them only through
you. (Rashi, Lech Lecha). . ..
Before the wounds of the Post-

Noahide, but not yet redeemed, world |

will strike' wantonness and/or despair
into the heart of Man, Avraham, our
Father, is “extracted” from his own pa-
gan antecedents - through his transcend-
ing merit to serve as the “healing whic
precedes the wound.” .

9

(1) How does Avraham serve as the “healing” for his generation?

(2) What will be the relationship between Avraham and the People that he will find and the rest of the
world?









Name

Questions on the Rav’s Soloveitchik ‘s article “Destiny, Not Causality, governs Jewish History” :

(1) The Rav calls universal history, meaning World History, etiolgical , and he calls Jewish History
televlogical.

What is the difference?

(2) Explain how Jewish support for the state of Israel is an example of the teleological nature of Jewish
History. :

(3) Describe the two types of travelers that the Rav makes referenceto. Which better describes
Jewish History? Why?

(4) What is the destination of the Jew?



A different formulation of the argument focuses upon
the subject of aesthetics. Judaism opposes the Greek
notion of the supremacy of beauty and aesthetics. In a
word, Judaism rejects the holiness of beauty and embraces
the beauty of holiness. To the Greeks, even within theirr
lofty ‘systém ~of “ethics, concern with aesthetics
dominates. But this still is not the primary focus of
dispute.

Another aspect of the dispute is the role of the
intellect. The Greeks emphasized the intellect and
negated emotion. They favored the cold mind over the
warmth and depth of the heart. The Kuzari, in the fourth
section, contrasts the closeness and warmth of the God of
Abraham to the distance and remoteness of the God of
Aristotle. To this day, especially within Chassidut,
there are those who see intellect versus emotion as the
main dispute between secular society and religion.
However, this view of the dispute is inaccurate, for as
Nietzsche points out, there were two strains of thought
in Greek philosophy: the Apollonian, which focused on the
intellect, and the Dionysian, which emphasized passion
and emotion. Apparently, even among the Greeks, there
existed non-rationalistic approaches.

A different view of the dispute pits intellect
against will. Tntellect is static; it never ventures
beyond the internal world of the mind. Will, on the
other hand, is a desire to do. It stems from a thought,
but translates into action. Whereas the Greeks
emphasized thought and understanding, Judaism focuses on
will and action, the dynamic of doing. "Anyone whose
wisdom exceeds his good deeds, his wisdom will not
endure” (Avot 3:12).

All of these points are true, but each one is only a
small part of a larger picture. In general, it is
difficult to talk of Greek culture because it was so
diverse, but two characteristics stand out.

A. The Greeks believed that existence in its totality is
comprehensible and conquerable. The universe contains no

©
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mystery, reflects no greater power. Man can master all
creation. Today's conception of mastery is different; we
think of dominating the world in the physical sense, to
harness the universe's power and use it to produce. But

the Greek conception of mastery meant domination through
conceptualization and categorization, fitting the
universe into the confines of cognition. Their purpose
was understanding purely for the sake of understanding.

The Greeks asserted that the task of mastering the
world was achievable. This meant that there was nothing
in the universe beyond comprehension. The Greeks were
forced to believe that the cosmos embodied order and
beauty, because order allows understanding. Everything
in the universe has its exact place, and thus Man may
decipher the laws of nature.

To summarize, the Greek outlook on the universe was:

1. That which is revealed and perceptible is all there

is.

2. All is within Man's grasp to understand.

3. Creation contains law and order, harmony and beauty,
which give Man the ability to conquer and dominate the
universe with his intellect. '

B. The second pillar of Greek culture was the centrality
of Man in the universe. Sophocles' Antigone is a song of
praise to Mankind whose actions raise it above nature.
The Greeks studied nature from an anthropocentric
viewpoint; nature existed only as it related to Man.
Although from Socrates and on, the study of nature
shifted to viewing nature as an independent entity with
its own internal workings, nevertheless, Man remained at
the center of all, and he received most of the attention.

These two aspects of Greek culture present Man
against nature as the ruler against the conquered, Man
enveloping creation, standing apart from it and distinct
from it. The Greeks placed intellect and beauty at the
center of their thought so that they could grasp,
capture, and control the world. Given the cosmological
order, and the intellect within Man, Man was aptly

@



empowered to extend his control over the universe. [n_
sum, the essence of Greek culture was Man grasping and
controlling ™ the universe; all othérfactors_which

characterized Greek culfure were merely outgrowths of
this 6ne point.

This principle of Man controlling the universe is
also found within Judaism. "You have placed all under
his feet" (Tehillim 8:7). Is this value of Greek
culture, Man's mastery and power over creation,
completely invalid, or is it redeemable? The Talmud
chastises one who neglects the study of astronomy
(Shabbat 75a). And the Bible declares, "Not for
desolation was [the world] conceived, but for habitation
it was created" (Isaia 45:18). So why did our
forefathers fight for the destruction of Greek culture?

- There is evil which is pure evil, and must be
totally uprooted from the world. There is also evil
which presents partial truth as if it were the whole
truth. The Greek viewpoint presents only half the
picture as if it were complete, and here lies the root of
its villainy.

Judaism places Man at the center of creation as one
who dominates the world, but both Man and his world are
null and void in the presence of God and His universe,
before the hidden and secret Being, in the face of He who
remains unrevealed to our eyes. Religious Man
experiences humility and insignificance in front of
creation, both in the universe's grandeur and in its
minutiae. Maimonides teaches that we can learn love and
fear of God through observing nature. That technique is
not only a strategy toward loving the Creator, but a way
to view our own environment. Do we feel domination and
mastery over all, or insignificance and meagerness in a .
world shrouded in mystery? Paradoxically, the Torah /
wants Man to work on nature and improve it, to conquer
the earth and understand it, but at the same time to
perceive the world in its hidden and obscure state, thus )
maintaining Mais lowliness and Rumility,——————  /

—_— ~
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The Greek stance was immoral not in and of itself,
but rather in the priorities it set. Greek values were
not completely wicked; rather, they were flawed,
incomplete, and imbalanced, to such a degree that they
became totally corrupt. The dominion of Man and his
mastery over nature can be part of worship of the
Creator, but Man's greatness can become so central that
it becomes a religion in itself. Toynbee holds humanism
as Greece's central iniquity, seeing Man as the sole
center of the universe, as a god of the cosmos. The
problem with Greece was not the belief in multiple
deities, but rather the deification of Man.
et ———— T e

The dispute between Judaism and Greek culture is not
limited to these two societies. The same dispute exists
between all religious goals and cultural goals. Culture
aims to supply Man with all his needs - from the physical
to the spiritual to the emotional. It sees the world in
Man and not Man in the world. It constricts all life and
reality into an existence that is both conquerable and
controllable.

Judaism demands from those who inhabit this world
that the center of all reality be the Creator, and we are
here to serve Him. All is dependent upon Him, secondary
to Him, and there would be no existence without Him. All
of the power we exert on the world is for His and it is
from Hashem alone that we draw our life and our strength.

(Originally delivered on Chanuka, 1974.)
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Classwork : Sources Project for Medieval Christian Attitude towards the Jews :

1. Review your classnotes and the readings on the Early Church Fathers (they are posted on the Haiku
page on Universal Religions)

2. Read Pope Gregory on the Treatment of the Jews which is on this page.

3. Read the two sources on Medieval Christian attitudes towards the Jews which are also on this page.
One is a letter written by the Bishop of Speyer inviting Jews to settle in his city of Speyer. You do not
have to answer the questions but you can use them to help guide you through the letter. Think about why
the Bishop might have wanted Jews to settle in his city. The other source was written by King Louis IX of
France during the end of the Crusades .

4. Read the two sources from the Crusade Chronicles on the 1st Crusade which is also on this page.

5. Write a thesis which states how the Christian treatment of the Jews developed and changed from the
Early Church Fathers through Pope Gregory who established how the Jews were treated before the
Crusades. This attitude is exemplified by the Bishop of Speyers' letter. The treatment of the Jews again
changes during and after the crusades. This treatment is demonstrated by the two accounts of the
crusades and the statement by King Louis IX of France. Your thesis should clearly state how the
Christian attitude towards the Jews developed and changed from the Early Church Fathers to Pope
Gregory and then again changed during the Crusades.

6. Write a BRIEF outline and an essay which proves your thesis. You can cite excerpts from the readings
to prove your thesis. Be sure to use quotation marks when you quote from the readings. You should
work in pairs and and submit one essay per pair. The outline does not have to be question -outline form
but should be BRIEF and the essay should be 2-3 pages. Printed copies of the essays should be handed
in to me on Tuesday, April 17. Send your completed essay to Tum it in.com



Debates 9A1
Mrs. Leibowitz

Overall Debate Resolve : The Crusades was a turning point in Church History, European
History and Jewish History.

This resolve will be broken down into 3 separate resolves which will be the basis of 3 debates
that the class will participate in. Each student will be assigned to the pro or con side of one of
these debates. When researching your information for your debate you should consider the
questions listed below.. You should use your classnotes , your textbook and for the Jewish
History the handout (for the 3rd debate).

Debate #1 The Crusades was a tuming point in Church History.,:

1.
. How did Pope Innocent lll represent the power of the Papacy? .

o

® N o

What was the position of the Church before the Crusades?

How did the Crusades themselves and how the Christians acted on the Crusades affect
the status of the Church?

How did the results of the Crusades affect the status of the Church?

How did the relationship between Pope Boniface VIl and King Philip IV of France affect
the status of the Pope?

How did the Great Schism affect the status of the Pope?

Did the Church really change that much?

Did the Crusades themselves cause change or would the changes have happened to
the Church anyway?

Pro : Nathan, Sam, Jacob C Con : Benjy T., Jared, Tani, Yoni

Debate #2 The Crusades was a turning point in Western European History :

1.How did Feudalism and the manor define the economic, political and social structure of
Western Europe before the Crusades?

2. How was the economic structure of Westem Europe different after the Crusades?

3. How did political structure of Westem Europe? ( who now has more power?) change
after the Crusades?

4. How did the social structure of Western Europe change after the Crusades?

5. How did culture, learning, universities and medieval philosophy or scholasticism
develop after the Crusades?

6. Did Western Europe really change that much?

7. Did the Crusades themselves cause change or would the changes have happened
to the Western Europe anyway?

Pro : Benjy B., Efraim, Gabe, Jacob R. Con : Noah, Leora, Max Blinder, Elisheva



Debate #3 The Crusades was a tumning point in Jewish History :

1. What was the status of the Jews in Western Europe before the Crusades?

2. How did the treatment of the Jews during the Crusades change the status of the Jews
following the Crusades?

3. How did Pope Innocent lli's 4th Lateran Council in 1215 affect the treatment of the
Jews?

4. How did the Disputation of Paris in 1240 and its results demonstrate the Jews" position?

5. How did the Blood Libels, the charges of Desecration of the Host and the claim that the
Jews were responsible for the Bubonic Plague define the position of the Jews following

the Crusades?
6. How did this treatment of the Jews lead to the expulsion of the Jews from England and
France?
7. Did the situation of the Jews really change that much?
8. Did the Crusades themselives cause change or would the changes have happened to
the Jews anyway?
Pro : Rachel D., Remi, Shirah, Elana Con : Bari,k Erin, Carly, Rachel Z.

Assignment 9C : Debate homework assignment : Each student should research their side of
their debate and WRITE the answers to the questions for their debate and submit to the Haiku.
Write the answers from your team’s point of view. Pro means you are arguing that the changes
were caused by the crusades. Con means these changes were happening anyway and would
have continued to happen even without the crusades. Both sides should make it clear what the

changes were for your debate. Please bring your textbooks to class starting on Tuesday, May 8
for the week.

Group Work : Each side of each debate will work together in class and write up the following :

(1) Introductory statement : your statement should include all of your arguments

(2) Questions to challenge the opposing side with - you should also anticipate what
questions that they will ask you.

(3) Conclusion : should include your strongest arguments - you should write a preliminary
conclusion which you can add to as you see how the debate progresses.

Please hand me one printed copy of this group work BEFORE your debate. | will have to lower
your grade if | do not have one printed copy before the debate begins.



History 9A
Mrs. Leibowitz
Assignment Sheet #10

Assignment A : Due Friday,, May 18
Read Handout A : Jews of Moslem Spain which is posted on the Haiku page entitled “Jews in Moslem and

Christian Spain and the Mongols”. .
Consider and think about how the ideas stated in the following paragraphs (taken from the book, The

Jewish World in the Middle Ages) are demonstrated by the Hand-out A reading.
MUSLIMS AND JEWS
Ihe]ewsofSpah;eqioyedmamwsphemoﬂolerame.meyserved
as diplon!.ats, clerks, and financiers, holding cansiderable political
power, with no office denied them. Although the Qur’an required
justification for the employment of non-Muslims, this was over-
looked with regard to the'lews, given the important functions

which they served. The specific requirements of the Pact of ‘Umnar,
whighexpected]mstobehumbledinmms,werealsoigmred.

For the most part, the Spanish Jews were secure and inte-
grated with the Muslim majority. Economic, politica ,ffd"mda,

Under Muslim rule, the Jews of Spain flourished and prospered.

:mc‘tvﬂture of poets and philosophers emerged who were able to
upon Muslim c and philosophical

s oupan Mus poeti philosophical sources as well as

The cultural life of Spanish Jewry reached its peak during the pe-
riod often referred to as the Golden Age of Spain (approximately
900-1200). It was at this time that Spanish Jewry began to produce
remarkable and outstanding poets, philosophers, halakhists, histo-
rians, grammarians, and moralists. Muslim scholars, who were
very much involved with poetry and grammar, exerted great in-
fluence on Arabic-speaking Jews, providing them with

resources. In addition, they provided Jewish scholars with a great
deal of important philosophic source material.

Think about how the accomplishments of the following people : Hasdai ibn Shaprut, Shmuel ha-Nagid,
Rabbi Yehuda Halevi, Rabbi Moses Maimonides (Rambam) and Rabbi Yitzak Al-fasi ( “the Rif”)

exemplify some of the ideas stated in the above paragraphs. .



You will then prepare for a class discussion that we will have on the reading. . The
discussion format we will use is called a Socratic Seminar. In this discussion format, your
teacher will try as much as possible to stay out of the discussion. You will respond to each
other’s comments and also share your own thoughts on the readings. The discussion will
take place on Friday,, May 18.

Note: You may not use your laptop during the seminar. Make sure to print anything
you need.

Here are some questions to think about as you read the chapter and prepare for the in class
discussion:

e What is the Islamic attitude towards Judaism during the 8th - 12th centuries? What
was the experience of Jews living in Spain under Moslem rule?

e What type of thoughts and ideas were Jews exposed to while living in the Islamic
Empire?

e What were some Torah and secular accomplishments of Jews during this time
period? How were the influenced by the culture in which Jews lived?

e This time period is often called a Golden Age for Jews. Do you agree?

Instructions for participating in the Socratic Seminar:
Participants...

1. ...must refer specific historic events and people whenever possible,

2. ...must refer to what the previous speaker says, even if you wish to change the topic.
3. ..are notallowed to speak if unprepared.

4. ...must ask follow-up questions for clarification when they are confused.

5. ...stay focused on the current conversation—make notes if something unrelated comes
up so it can be discussed later.

6. ..speak up when they have something to say—do not raise your hands.
7. ..must always look at the speaker and listen carefully.

8. ..must speak so all can hear.

9. ..must talk to each other, not to the teacher.

10. ...must recognize that the quality of this discussion depends each of you
individually—your participation makes the discussion a success.

11. Your grade for this assignment will depend on the quality and quantity of what you
contribute to the discuss

now an



Obadiah Sforno - 1470 - 1550 - a Renaissance Jew

a Biblical commentator and a physician in Rome Sforno studied philosophy, mathematics,
philology (linguistics) and medicine.

He includes Humanistic ideas attempting to cause Jews to love not only Jews but all of mankind.
he sees the differences between Jews as quantitative not qualitative.

Shemot 19:5

“You shall be My own treasure from among all peoples” - Sforno says “/although the entire human
race is more precious to Me than all other inferior creatures (Lit existent ones” for he alone (man)
among them represents My intention (purpose) as our sages say 0'7¥a AW 07N 212N Preci%
is man who was created in the image,(avot 3:14), still you shall be to Me a treasure beyond all ol

them.

“For all the earth is mine” a2 a2 Rre]
And the difference between you and them is one of degree, for indeed all the earth is mine, and
the righteousness of all people are without a doubt dear to Me.

Deuteronomy 33:3 nwn blesses the Jews

He also showed his love to peoples, all it holy ones are in Your hands; and they were brought in
at your feet, He would bear Your utterances

Sforno says “ Although You love (all) people , as You said,And you shall be My own treasure from
among all peoples and thus You made it known that all humanity is considered as a treasure to
You., as our sages state Precious is man who was created in the Image, still all His Holy ones are
in Your hand; You have stated that all His holy ones sanctified by the holiness of the fiery law are
in Your hand akin to a bag of silver. For they (Israel) are more precious to You than all other
human beings as it says And you shall be unto me as Kingdom of priests and a holy nation and as
our sages state, Beloved are Israel for they are called children of the Omnipresent





